
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sunday September 13, 2020 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 19 
Year A, RCL 

 

 

 
PRELUDE:        St. Barnabas Handbell Choir 
Celebration No. 1 in G     arr. Michael R. Keller 

 
OPENING HYMN 411:  O Bless the Lord, My Soul  St Thomas (Williams)  

 

1 O bless the Lord, my soul!  

   His grace to thee proclaim!  
  And all that is within me join  
   to bless his holy Name!  
 

2 O bless the Lord, my soul!  
   His mercies bear in mind!  
  Forget not all his benefits!  
   The Lord to thee is kind.  
 

3 He will not always chide;  
   he will with patience wait;  
  his wrath is ever slow to rise  
   and ready to abate.  
 

4 He pardons all thy sins,  
   prolongs thy feeble breath;  
  he healeth thine infirmities  
   and ransoms thee from death.  
 

5 He clothes thee with his love,  
   upholds thee with his truth;  
  and like the eagle he renews  
   the vigor of thy youth.  
 

6 Then bless his holy Name,  
   whose grace hath made thee whole,  
  whose loving-kindness crowns thy days:  
   O bless the Lord, my soul!  

 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

 
 
 



THE HYMN OF PRAISE S280: Gloria     Robert Powell 
 

Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 

Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 

For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 
THE COLLECT 
 

O God, because without you we are not able to please you, mercifully grant that your Holy Spirit may 

in all things direct and rule our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – Exodus 14 : 19 – 31           - Read by Nancy Lewis 

The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and the 

pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between the 
army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit up 
the night; one did not come near the other all night. 

Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is 
fighting for them against Egypt.” 

Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and 
the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 
them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the 
seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people feared 
the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 



The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
PSALM 114      In exitu Israel   - Read by Julia Leary 

1 Hallelujah! 

When Israel came out of Egypt, * 
the house of Jacob from a people of strange speech, 

2 Judah became God's sanctuary * 
and Israel his dominion. 

3 The sea beheld it and fled; * 
Jordan turned and went back. 

4 The mountains skipped like rams, * 
and the little hills like young sheep. 

5 What ailed you, O sea, that you fled? * 
O Jordan, that you turned back? 

6 You mountains, that you skipped like rams? * 
you little hills like young sheep? 

7 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord, * 
at the presence of the God of Jacob, 

8 Who turned the hard rock into a pool of water * 
and flint-stone into a flowing spring. 

 
THE EPISTLE:  Romans 14 : 1 – 12    
A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans    - Read by Kirk Murray 
 

Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over opinions. Some 

believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those who eat must not despise 
those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass judgment on those who eat; for God has 
welcomed them. Who are you to pass judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord 
that they stand or fall. And they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. Let all be 
fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, observe it in honor of the Lord. 
Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks to God; while those who 
abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to the Lord, and if 
we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the Lord's. For to 
this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 

Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise your brother or 
sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is written, 

"As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall give praise to God." 

So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God 

 
 



SEQUENCE LEVAS 65:  Bless the Lord, O My Soul   Andrae Crouch   
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul:  

and all that is within me, 
Bless His holy name. 
He has done great things, (x3) 
Bless His holy name! 

 
THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 18 : 21 – 35 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Peter came and said to Jesus, “Lord, if another member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but, I tell you, 
seventy-seven times. 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 
with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten thousand talents was 
brought to him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be sold, together with his wife 
and children and all his possessions, and payment to be made. So the slave fell on his knees before 
him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the 
lord of that slave released him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, 
came upon one of his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the 
throat, he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 
patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into prison 
until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken place. Then his lord 
summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you all that debt because you 
pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 
And in anger his lord handed him over to be tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my 
heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from 
your heart.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE SERMON:         - The Rev. Joanna Leiserson 

  
THE NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 



    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

  
THE ABSOLUTION 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                       - Read by the Trelka Family:  Nick, Marie, Nash & Austin 

Let us pray that we may be filled with the love of God’s Spirit… 
 

We pray for God’s house, God’s children, and our work in the world. 
Silence 

God of love 
People: Grant our prayer  
 

We pray for our homes and those who make it wonderful. 
Silence 

God of love 
People: Grant our prayer  



 

We pray for the health and strength of all God’s creation. 
Silence 

God of love 
People: Grant our prayer  
 

We pray for our united worries and obstacles. 
Silence 

God of love 
People: Grant our prayer  
 

We pray for those who suffer and need healing. 
Silence 

God of love 
People: Grant our prayer  
 

We pray for those who have lived and loved before us.  
Silence 

God of love 
People: Grant our prayer  
 
Jesus, Lord of life, 
In your mercy, hear us, 
Accept our prayers,  
And be with us always. Amen. 

 
THE PEACE 
The Trelka Family: The peace of the Lord be always with you 

         People: And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 

 
THE OFFERTORY:        St Barnabas Handbell Choir 
Holy, Holy, Holy       arr. Michael Hellman 

 
 
THE PRAYERS – Birthdays and Anniversaries of Weddings and Unions 
 

We pray for all celebrating birthdays this week, especially for those of our parish, …  
 

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants, as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
And we pray for those celebrating wedding anniversaries and unions, especially , …  
 

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the 

other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in 
joy. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 



Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
A PRAYER FOR OUR CHURCH’S TIME OF TRANSITION 

God of wisdom and love, 
We pray for the leadership and future of this church 
And ask for your wisdom and guidance during this time of change 
and in the discernment of our new Rector. 
Uphold us in word, in sacrament and in one another, 
In change and in challenge, in humility and in hope. 
May our minds be your mind, our will be your will, 
and our hearts be your heart, 
That filled with your Spirit our church 
may continue the work you have begun in us, 
Living in word and action, the life and love of your kingdom, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 
 
CLOSING HYMN 674:  Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive  Detroit 

1 “Forgive our sins as we forgive”  

   you taught us, Lord, to pray;  
  but you alone can grant us grace  
   to live the words we say.  

 

2 How can your pardon reach and bless  
   the unforgiving heart  
  that broods on wrongs and will not let  
   old bitterness depart?  
 

3 In blazing light your cross reveals  
   the truth we dimly knew,  
  how small the debts men owe to us,  
   how great our debt to you.  
 

4 Lord, cleanse the depths within our souls,  
   and bid resentment cease;  
  then, reconciled to God and man,  
   our lives will spread your peace.  
 

 
POSTLUDE:        St Barnabas Handbell Choir 
Bwana Awabariki      Traditional Swahili, arr. Susan T Nelson 


