
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
WITH AN AGAPE BLESSING 

 

Sunday January 24 2021 
Third Sunday After Epiphany 

 

 

 
PRELUDE:            Ally Yeoh, viola; Jamie Yeoh, cello; William Yeoh, cello 
Minuet No. 1                J. S. Bach 

 
OPENING HYMN 408:  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above            Mit Freuden zart 

 

1 Sing praise to God who reigns above, 

the God of all creation, 
the God of power, the God of love, 
the God of our salvation; 
with healing balm my soul he fills, 
and every faithless murmur stills: 
to God all praise and glory. 

 

2 What God’s almighty power hath made, 
his gracious mercy keepeth; 
by morning glow or evening shade 
his watchful eye ne’er sleepeth. 
Within the kingdom of his might, 
lo! All is just and all is right: 
to God all praise and glory. 

 

3 Let all who name Christ’s holy Name 
give God all praise and glory; 
let all who know his power proclaim 
aloud the wondrous story! 
Cast each false idol from its throne, 
the Lord is God, and he alone: 
to God all praise and glory. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES  
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 



SONG OF PRAISE 124 vs. 4 & 5:  What Star Is This     Puer nobis, 
 

4 O Jesus, while the star of grace 

impels us on to seek thy face, 
let not our slothful hearts refuse 
the guidance of thy light to use. 

 
5 To God the Father, heavenly Light, 

to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Holy Ghost we raise 
our equal and unceasing praise. 

 
THE COLLECT 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Give us grace, O Lord, to answer readily the call of our Savior Jesus Christ and proclaim to all people 

the Good News of his salvation, that we and the whole world may perceive the glory of his marvelous 
works; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – Jonah 3:1-5, 10         - Read by Church School 
 

The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh, that great city, 

and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.” So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to 
the word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three days' walk across. Jonah 
began to go into the city, going a day's walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh 
shall be overthrown!” And the people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and 
everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth. 

When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed his mind about 
the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
PSALM 62:6-14  Nonne Deo                - Read by Church School 
 

6 For God alone my soul in silence waits; * 

truly, my hope is in him. 

7 He alone is my rock and my salvation, * 
my stronghold, so that I shall not be shaken. 

8 In God is my safety and my honor; * 
God is my strong rock and my refuge. 

9 Put your trust in him always, O people, * 
pour out your hearts before him, for God is our refuge. 

10 Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath, * 
even those of low estate cannot be trusted. 



11 On the scales they are lighter than a breath, * 
all of them together. 

12 Put no trust in extortion; 
in robbery take no empty pride; * 
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 

13 God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, * 
that power belongs to God. 

14 Steadfast love is yours, O Lord, * 
for you repay everyone according to his deeds. 

     
THE EPISTLE – 1 Corinthians 7:29-31        - Read by Church School 
 

I mean, brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those 

who have wives be as though they had none, and those who mourn as though they were not 
mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy as though 
they had no possessions, and those who deal with the world as though they had no dealings with 
it. For the present form of this world is passing away. 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 660:  O Master Let Me Walk With Thee     Maryton 
 

1 O Master, let me walk with thee 

in lowly paths of service free; 
tell me thy secret; help me bear 
the strain of toil, the fret of care. 

 

2 Help me the slow of heart to move 
by some clear, winning word of love; 
teach me the wayward feet to stay, 
and guide them in the homeward way. 

 

3 Teach me thy patience; still with thee 
in closer, dearer company, 
in work that keeps faith sweet and strong, 
in trust that triumphs over wrong, 

 

4 in hope that sends a shining ray 
far down the future’s broadening way, 
in peace that only thou canst give, 
with thee, O Master, let me live. 

 
THE GOSPEL:  Mark 1:14-20 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Mark. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

After John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, “The 

time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into 
the sea—for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for 



people.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw 
James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 
Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, 
and followed him. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE SERMON         – The Rev. Joanna Leiserson 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
Celebrant and people 

 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                                                   - Read by Church School 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 



Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
We give thanks for the blessings of this week, especially … and those we offer now ….. 

Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  We pray especially for …. and those we name at this 
time … 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  We pray especially for Laverne 
Malone and those we name now to remember at this time … 
 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Edited Collect for the Human Family, BCP 815, by the Church School 

O God, you made us love and forgive 

through Jesus your Son: 
Look with compassion on the whole world; 

take away the fear and hate which changes our hearts. 
break down the differences that separate us; 

unite us in bonds of friendship. 



and work through our prayers and 
actions to accomplish your will on earth. 
that, in your good time, all brothers and 

sisters may serve you 
in love around your heavenly throne. 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS FOR THE PARISH FAMILY 

For all celebrating birthdays this week…  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants, as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
For those celebrating wedding anniversaries and unions… 

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the 

other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in 
joy. Amen. 
 

 
PRAYER FOR WISDOM IN TRANSITION 
Celebrant and people 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, giver of wisdom and truth:  
Look favorably upon us, the people St. Barnabas Church, as we search for a new rector.  
We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be guided by you  
and strengthened in our mission to be a community of encouragement  
where Christ’s love is experienced and shared.  
We pray for members of the Search Committee,  
that they listen to your Spirit with humility, patience and joy.  
We pray for all priests in discernment,  
that you call one to us who will minister with us together at St. Barnabas. 
Give us your grace to follow where you lead us, and grant us your peace.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
Celebrant and people 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
 



THE ABSOLUTION 

 
THE PEACE 
 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 

 
MINISTRY MOMENT                Kathy Caldwell 

   Ministry Council Leader: Youth Ministries 

 
THE OFFERTORY:          St. Barnabas Choir 
Soon And Very Soon         Andrae Edward Crouch 

 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS:           
 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

 
THE AGAPE BLESSING AND MEAL       
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

Before he died for us, Jesus shared a meal with his friends – an everyday meal of bread and wine, 
ordinary food and drink for the ordinary people of God.  This food he blessed, and commanded them to 
partake, his Body and his Blood of the New Covenant.   
 

 
(All hold up food and drink) 

Although today we are unable to consecrate bread and wine to be the Body and Blood of Christ, we 
present to you, Lord, our everyday food of everyday people, and ask that you bless this food, taken 
from your creation, that this food may nourish us, to nourish others.  Bless us also, that with your 
guidance, we may be bearers of hope and truth to all your people. 
 

This we ask in the name of your Son; by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

And now as our Lord Christ has taught us , we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and people 



 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
These are the gifts that God has given us for life. Not consecrated but nevertheless blessed; not 
sanctified but nevertheless holy; not transformed but nevertheless transforming. With your meal, feed 
on Jesus in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
POST AGAPE PRAYER 
Celebrant and people 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present 
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I love you above all things,  
and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot receive you  
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  
come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me  
with your grace, Lord Jesus,  
and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me,  
in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 550:  Jesus Calls Us; O’er The Tumult              Galilee 
  

1 Jesus calls us; o’er the tumult 

of our life’s wild, restless sea, 
day by day his clear voice soundeth, 
saying, “Christian, follow me;” 

 

2 as, of old, Saint Andrew heard it 
by the Galilean lake, 
turned from home and toil and kindred, 
leaving all for his dear sake. 

 

3 Jesus calls us from the worship 
of the vain world’s golden store; 
from each idol that would keep us, 
saying, “Christian, love me more.” 



 

4 In our joys and in our sorrows, 
days of toil and hours of ease, 
still he calls, in cares and pleasures, 
“Christian, love me more than these.” 

 

5 Jesus calls us! By thy mercies, 
Savior, make us hear thy call, 
give our hearts to thine obedience, 
serve and love thee best of all. 

 
POSTLUDE:                              St. Barnabas Handbell Choir 
God Of Our Fathers              Warren 


