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Concerning the Service 
This Maundy Thursday service was designed for use in the home, around the dinner table (whatever shape 
that takes). If possible the table should be set with the best the house has to offer; fine tablecloth perhaps, 
flowers, and the best place settings. We sit down to feast with God and for that we bring our best. If your best 
is a folding table and takeout containers, God will be as honored by that as fine silver and crystal. 
 
This service draws from the Eucharistic tradition, but it is not a sacramental meal. We call it Eukharistía: 
Ancient Greek (εὐχαριστία), meaning “gratitude, giving of thanks”. And this we can and should do whenever 
we share the bounty of the earth! 
 
All Christians are called to bless and so while this meal is not sacramental it includes blessings of the food and 
drink shared, and the people gathered. While the service mentions wine you should use whatever beverage 
makes sense for you and those gathered. In the ancient world wine was safe (when the water was not) and 
was a staple. Using a beverage that is a staple of your dinner table is always acceptable.  
A candle, if available can also be placed at the table. 
 
Introduction 
Tonight we are missing our normal routines, our communities, and friends. 
Many are alone, isolated and afraid, Jesus waits with us all tonight, even as 
we wait with him. Jesus knows what loneliness feels like, what fear tastes 
like. Jesus knows the heartbreak of being alone when you want most to be 
with people you love. Tonight we hold vigil with the sick, the fearful, the 
lonely, and with all who risk their own lives to protect and care for ours. 
Tonight this table is our altar, and this 
home[place] our sanctuary. Let us cleanse it of all that has come before this 
moment: of our anxiety, our worry, our sorrow, and our shame. 
 
Preparation  
We begin by washing, as we were washed in our baptism. We cleanse our hands as we were cleansed in 
the waters of new birth. We do this not because we are afraid, but because we were commanded to 
love: and to cleanse our hands, and gather in spirit. It is how we love the vulnerable, whom Jesus loved. 
May we be instruments of love. May the sacrifices we make be for the good of our human family near 
and far. 
 
Light a candle: 
As Jesus traveled he spread light wherever he went, light that could not be extinguished. Tonight I light 
my candle in honor of all those at risk tonight, health care workers, those on the front lines of food 
supply and emergency workers, all those working this night. 
 
Let us pray…Dear ones,  tonight is a holy night. Tonight we join with 
Christians around the world as we remember the last night our Lord spent 
with his friends. We gather around a table with all those who remember 
tonight. Though we are dispersed, we are together, in spirit and in truth. 
Tonight is about friendship, and love.  



 
A Prayer of Serenity… A brief meditation 
 
Blessing of the Meal 
On the night that Jesus gathered with his friends he took bread and he blessed it and shared it with his 
friends, for God who loves us, feeds us. As God’s people ate manna in the wilderness and were satisfied, 
so we share this bread with Christ, and with one another. May it be for us bread from heaven, 
strength for our bodies, balm for our souls, and may it empower us to be Christ’s body in this world. 
 
 
Over Bread 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You bring forth bread from the 
earth; and you have fed us on our way with the bread of life in the Body of your Son 
Jesus Christ. Let us be fed again soon with that bread of life. And as grain scattered 
upon the earth is gathered into one loaf, so gather your Church in every place into the 
kingdom of your Son. To you be glory and power for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
Over Wine 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, Ruler of the universe. You create the fruit of the vine; and you refresh 
us with the cup of salvation in the Blood of your Son Jesus Christ. May the time come quickly when we 
can share that cup again, even as you are with us now in our very thirst for you. Glory to you for ever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
 

+The whole company together then blesses the rest of the meal, saying together. 
All : Holy and life giving God, we thank you for the bounty of your Creation laid before us. We ask you 
to bless it, that it may be to us a holy meal. We give thanks for all those who labored so that it might 
sustain us, and we ask that through it you would give us the strength to be your good stewards; to 
care, and tend your creation, and to care especially for our siblings, all the people of this world. 
Tonight, be with all the members of our community who we love and miss, those who cannot be here 
with us to share this meal. We ask these things by the grace of Jesus Christ our Brother and the Holy 
Spirit our friend and guide. Amen. 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this night, and give your angels charge 
over those who sleep. Tend the sick, Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the 
suffering, pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. BCP 134 
 
O God of the crucified and risen One, from whom no trial or trouble can separate us: you feed us with 
your Word and soothe us with your Spirit, closer to us than breath itself. 
Make us glad this night for the life of your servant Jesus; 
Make us servants of all for the sake of Jesus; 
Who for our sake gave his life for the salvation of all. 
In the name of Jesus, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 
Let us bless the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 


