
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
WITH AN AGAPE BLESSING 

 

Sunday January 17, 2021 
Second Sunday After Epiphany 

 

 
PRELUDE:           Michael Chertock, piano 
Siciliano                           J.S. Bach 

 
OPENING HYMN 7:  Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies                         Ratisbon 

 

1 Christ, whose glory fills the skies, 

Christ, the true, the only Light, 
Sun of Righteousness, arise! 
Triumph o’er the shades of night: 
Dayspring from on high, be near; 
Daystar, in my heart appear. 

 

2 Dark and cheerless is the morn 
unaccompanied by thee; 
joyless is the day’s return, 
till thy mercy’s beams I see, 
till they inward light impart, 
glad my eyes, and warm my heart. 

 

3 Visit then this soul of mine! 
Pierce the gloom of sin and grief! 
Fill me, radiancy divine; 
scatter all my unbelief; 
more and more thyself display, 
shining to the perfect day. 

 
OPENING SENTENCES  
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
SONG OF PRAISE 124 vs. 1 & 5:  What Star Is This                 Puer nobis 
 

1 What star is this, with beams so bright, 

more beauteous than the noonday light? 
It shines to herald forth the King, 
and Gentiles to his crib to bring. 

 
 



5 To God the Father, heavenly Light, 
to Christ, revealed in earthly night, 
to God the Holy Ghost we raise 
our equal and unceasing praise. 

 
THE COLLECT 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 

illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ's glory, that he may be 
known, worshipped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you 
and the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – 1 Samuel 3:1-10        - Read by Julia Leary 
 

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The word of the Lord was rare in 

those days; visions were not widespread. 

At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not see, was lying down 
in his room; the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of 
the Lord, where the ark of God was. Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here I 
am!” and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down 
again.” So he went and lay down. The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, 
and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” Now 
Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed to him. 
The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for 
you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, 
“Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant is listening.’” So 
Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

Now the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 
for your servant is listening.”  

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
PSALM 139:1-5, 12-17   Domine, probasti   - Read by John Nolan 
 

1 Lord, you have searched me out and known me; * 

you know my sitting down and my rising up; 
you discern my thoughts from afar. 

2 You trace my journeys and my resting-places * 
and are acquainted with all my ways. 

3 Indeed, there is not a word on my lips, * 
but you, O Lord, know it altogether. 

4 You press upon me behind and before * 
and lay your hand upon me. 

5 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; * 
it is so high that I cannot attain to it. 



12 For you yourself created my inmost parts; * 
you knit me together in my mother's womb. 

13 I will thank you because I am marvelously made; * 
your works are wonderful, and I know it well. 

14 My body was not hidden from you, * 
while I was being made in secret 
and woven in the depths of the earth. 

15 Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; 
all of them were written in your book; * 
they were fashioned day by day, 
when as yet there was none of them. 

16 How deep I find your thoughts, O God! * 
how great is the sum of them! 

17 If I were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand; * 
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours. 

     
THE EPISTLE – 1 Corinthians 6:12-20     - Read by Karyn Hutson 
 

“All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial. “All things are lawful for me,” but 

I will not be dominated by anything. “Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for food,” 
and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is meant not for fornication but for the 
Lord, and the Lord for the body. And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power. Do 
you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should I therefore take the members of 
Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know that whoever is united 
to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall be one flesh.” But anyone 
united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him. Shun fornication! Every sin that a person 
commits is outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. Or do you not know 
that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, and that you 
are not your own? For you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body. 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 440:  Blessed Jesus, At Thy Word    Liebster Jesu 
 

1 Blessèd Jesus, at thy word 

we are gathered all to hear thee; 
let our hearts and souls be stirred 
now to seek and love and fear thee; 
by thy teachings pure and holy, 
drawn from earth to love thee solely. 

 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight 
lie in deepest darkness shrouded, 
till thy Spirit breaks our night 
with the beams of truth unclouded; 
thou alone to God canst win us; 
thou must work all good within us. 

 

 
 



3 Gracious Lord, thyself impart! 
Light of Light, from God proceeding, 
open thou our ears and heart, 
help us by thy Spirit’s pleading. 
Hear the cry thy Church upraises; 

 
THE GOSPEL:  John 1:43-51 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.” Now Philip was from 

Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter. Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found 
him about whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from 
Nazareth.” Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said to him, 
“Come and see.” When Jesus saw Nathanael coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an 
Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” 
Jesus answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, 
you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israel!” Jesus answered, “Do you believe because I told 
you that I saw you under the fig tree? You will see greater things than these.” And he said to him, 
“Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and 
descending upon the Son of Man.” 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE SERMON         – The Rev. Joanna Leiserson 

 
THE NICENE CREED 
Celebrant and people 

 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 



        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                                                   - Read by Steve & Jill Cole 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world. 

Grant, Almighty God, that all who confess your Name may be united in your truth, live together in your 
love, and reveal your glory in the world. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Guide the people of this land, and of all the nations, in the ways of justice and peace; that we may 
honor one another and serve the common good. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Give us all a reverence for the earth as your own creation, that we may use its resources rightly in the 
service of others and to your honor and glory. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Bless all whose lives are closely linked with ours, and grant that we may serve Christ in them, and love 
one another as he loves us. 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
Comfort and heal all those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit; give them courage and hope in their 
troubles, and bring them the joy of your salvation.  We pray especially for …. and those we name at this 
time … 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 



 
We commend to your mercy all who have died, that your will for them may be fulfilled; and we pray 
that we may share with all your saints in your eternal kingdom.  We pray especially for Laverne 
Malone and those we name now to remember at this time … 
 

Silence 

Lord, in your mercy 
People Hear our prayer. 

 
The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE PARISH FAMILY 

For all celebrating birthdays this week…  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants, as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
For those celebrating wedding anniversaries and unions… 

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the 

other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in 
joy. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR WISDOM IN TRANSITION 
Celebrant and people 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, giver of wisdom and truth:  
Look favorably upon us, the people St. Barnabas Church, as we search for a new rector.  
We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be guided by you  
and strengthened in our mission to be a community of encouragement  
where Christ’s love is experienced and shared.  
We pray for members of the Search Committee,  
that they listen to your Spirit with humility, patience and joy.  
We pray for all priests in discernment,  
that you call one to us who will minister with us together at St. Barnabas. 
Give us your grace to follow where you lead us, and grant us your peace.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
Celebrant and people 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 



and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
THE ABSOLUTION 

 
THE PEACE 
 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 

 
THE OFFERTORY:         Griff Bludworth & Joshua Goines 
I Want to Walk As A Child of the Light               Houston 

 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS:           
 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

 
THE AGAPE BLESSING AND MEAL       
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

Before he died for us, Jesus shared a meal with his friends – an everyday meal of bread and wine, 
ordinary food and drink for the ordinary people of God.  This food he blessed, and commanded them to 
partake, his Body and his Blood of the New Covenant.   
 

 
(All hold up food and drink) 

Although today we are unable to consecrate bread and wine to be the Body and Blood of Christ, we 
present to you, Lord, our everyday food of everyday people, and ask that you bless this food, taken 
from your creation, that this food may nourish us, to nourish others.  Bless us also, that with your 
guidance, we may be bearers of hope and truth to all your people. 
 

 
This we ask in the name of your Son; by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

And now as our Lord Christ has taught us , we are bold to say, 
 



Celebrant and people 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
These are the gifts that God has given us for life. Not consecrated but nevertheless blessed; not 
sanctified but nevertheless holy; not transformed but nevertheless transforming. With your meal, feed 
on Jesus in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
POST AGAPE PRAYER 
Celebrant and people 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present 
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I love you above all things,  
and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot receive you  
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  
come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me  
with your grace, Lord Jesus,  
and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me,  
in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
CLOSING HYMN 477:  All Praise To Thee, For Thou, O King Divine  Engelberg 
  

1 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, 

didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine. 
Alleluia! 

 

2 Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought; 
by thee the outcast and the poor were sought; 
and by thy death was God’s salvation wrought. 
Alleluia! 

 

 
 



3 Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
who wast a servant that we might be free, 
humbling thyself to death on Calvary. 
Alleluia! 

 

4 Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, thou 
art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
and given the Name to which all knees shall bow. 
Alleluia! 
 

5 Let every tongue confess with one accord 
in heaven and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
and God the Father be by all adored. 
Alleluia! Amen. 

 
POSTLUDE:           Michael Chertock, organ 
Trumpet Tune                      Torelli 


