
The Lessons Appointed for Use on the 

 

Sunday Closest to July 6 

Proper 9 

 

Prelude:    America, The Beautiful  arr. Joel Raney 
 
Opening Hymn 680  O God Our Help in Ages Past 

1 Our God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come,  
our shelter from the stormy blast,  
and our eternal home:  

2 Under the shadow of your throne  
thy saints have dwelt secure;  
sufficient is your arm alone,  
and our defense is sure.  

3 Before the hills in order stood,  
or earth received her frame,  
from everlasting you are God,  
to endless years the same.  

4 A thousand ages in your sight  
are like an evening gone;  
short as the watch that ends the night  
before the rising sun.  

5 Time, like an ever-rolling stream,  
bears all its years away;  
from everlasting thou art God, 
to endless years the same.  

6 Our God, our help in ages past,  
our hope for years to come: 
O be our guide while life shall last,  
and our eternal home. 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People: And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
The Collect for Purity 



Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and worthily 
magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
The Hymn of Praise – Gloria 
Glory to God in the highest, 
    and peace to his people on earth. 
 
Lord God, heavenly King, 
almighty God and Father, 
    we worship you, we give you thanks, 
    we praise you for your glory. 
 
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, 
Lord God, Lamb of God, 
you take away the sin of the world: 
    have mercy on us; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father: 
    receive our prayer. 
 
For you alone are the Holy One, 
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, 
    Jesus Christ, 
    with the Holy Spirit, 
    in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, you have taught us to keep all your commandments by loving you and our neighbor: Grant 
us the grace of your Holy Spirit, that we may be devoted to you with our whole heart, and united to 
one another with pure affection; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The Collect for Independence Day 

Lord God Almighty, in whose Name the founders of this country won liberty for themselves and for 
us, and lit the torch of freedom for nations then unborn: Grant that we and all the people of this 
land may have grace to maintain our liberties in righteousness and peace; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit one God for ever and ever. Amen. 

Old Testament, Read by Laura Leigh Hahn     Zechariah 9:9-12 
 

A Reading from the book of Zechariah 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 



Lo, your king comes to you; 
triumphant and victorious is he, 

humble and riding on a donkey, 
on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 

He will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the war horse from Jerusalem; 

and the battle bow shall be cut off, 
and he shall command peace to the nations; 

his dominion shall be from sea to sea, 
and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, 
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 

Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope; 
today I declare that I will restore to you double. 

The Word of the Lord  

Thanks be to God 

Psalm 145:8-15  Read by John Nolan      Exaltabo te, Deus 

The psalm appointed for today is Psalm 145:8-15… 

8 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion, * 
slow to anger and of great kindness. 

9 The LORD is loving to everyone * 
and his compassion is over all his works. 

10 All your works praise you, O LORD, * 
and your faithful servants bless you. 

11 They make known the glory of your kingdom * 
and speak of your power; 

12 That the peoples may know of your power * 
and the glorious splendor of your kingdom. 

13 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom; * 
your dominion endures throughout all ages. 

14 The LORD is faithful in all his words * 
and merciful in all his deeds. 

15 The LORD upholds all those who fall; * 
he lifts up those who are bowed down. 

The Epistle  Read by Karyn Hutson      Romans 7:15-25a 

A Reading from Paul’s Letter to the Romans 

I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate. Now 
if I do what I do not want, I agree that the law is good. But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin 
that dwells within me. For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that is, in my flesh. I can will 



what is right, but I cannot do it. For I do not do the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I 
do. Now if I do what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within me. 

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the 
law of God in my inmost self, but I see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, 
making me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man that I am! Who will 
rescue me from this body of death? Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

The Sequence 599    Lift Every Voice and Sing 
Lift every voice and sing till earth and heaven ring 
ring with the harmonies of liberty; 
Let our rejoicing rise, high as the listening skies, 
let it resound loud as the rolling sea 
 
Sing a song full of faith that the dark past has taught us, 
Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought Us; 
Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 
Let us march on till victory is Won. 
 
Stony the road we trod, bitter the chastening rod, 
Felt in the day when hope unborn had died; 
Yet with a steady beat, have not our weary feet, 
Come to the place on which our fathers sighed? 
 
We have come over a way that with tears has been watered, 
We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 
Out from the gloomy past, till now we stand at last 
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 
 
God of our weary years, 
God of our silent tears, 
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way; 
Thou who has by thy might, led us into the light, 
Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 
 
Lest our feet 
Stray from the places, our God, where we met thee, 
Least our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget thee, 
Shadowed beneath the hand, may we forever stand, 
True to our God, true to our native land. 

The Gospel        Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 
Glory to you Lord Christ 



Jesus said to the crowd, “To what will I compare this generation? It is like children sitting in the 
marketplaces and calling to one another, 

‘We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; 
we wailed, and you did not mourn.’ 

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, ‘He has a demon’; the Son of Man came 
eating and drinking, and they say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and 
sinners!’ Yet wisdom is vindicated by her deeds.” 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for 
such was your gracious will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one 
knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom 
the Son chooses to reveal him. 

“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take 
my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for 
your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.” 

The Sermon                                                                                     The Rev. Dr. Nancy Turner Jones 
  God bless America – a humble patriotism 
With quotes from The Rt. Rev. Samuel Lloyd and The Rev. Ronald C. White, Lincoln’s Greatest Speech 

 
The Nicene Creed 
We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 



 
Prayers of the People  
The Leader and People pray responsively                  Cantor:  Griff Bludworth 

 
Cantor  For those who lead and guide the Church of Christ; for loving care,  
 we pray to you, O Lord: 
People  God ever faithful … 
 
Cantor  For faithful witness, encouragement in love; for living hope, we pray to  
  you, O Lord: 
People  God ever faithful … 
 
Cantor  For those who guide the nations of the earth; that wisdom reign,  
  we pray to you, O Lord: 
People  God ever faithful … 
 
Cantor  For those who seek and serve the common good; that justice  
  reign, we pray to you, O Lord:  
People  God ever faithful … 
 
Cantor  For those in sorrow, anguish, and despair; that they find hope,  
   we pray to you, O Lord:  
People  God ever faithful … 
 
Cantor  For all the sick, the dying, and the dead, be life and grace, we  
   pray to you, O Lord: 
People  God ever faithful … 
 
Cantor Entrusting all we are into your hands, we call your name, and  
   pray to you, O Lord:  
People  God ever faithful … 
 
THE PEACE 
 
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 
The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 
 
THE OFFERTORY :  Hymn 568   Father All Loving, Who Rulest in Majesty 
 



THE PRAYERS – Birthdays and Anniversaries of Weddings and Unions 
Give thanks for this union, for the life they share, may they continue to grow in love and gratitude for one 
another and share that love with the world.  
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
From Pentecost Sunday through the first Sunday in September, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and his 
Lutheran counterpart Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton welcome congregations and individuals to regularly 
pray “A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God.” This prayer is meant to unite us in 
common prayer and revive us for common mission, wherever and however we may be gathered. 
 
A Prayer for the Power of the Spirit among the People of God 
God of all power and love, 
we give thanks for your unfailing presence 
and the hope you provide in times of uncertainty and loss. 
Send your Holy Spirit to enkindle in us your holy fire. 
Revive us to live as Christ’s body in the world: 
a people who pray, worship, learn, 
break bread, share life, heal neighbors, 
bear good news, seek justice, rest and grow in the Spirit. 
Wherever and however we gather, 
unite us in common prayer and send us in common mission, 
that we and the whole creation might be restored and renewed, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
The Blessing and Dismissal 
 
Closing: Hymn 719 America, the Beautiful 
 

1. O beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain, 
For purple mountain majesties above the fruited plain! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 
 

2. O beautiful for heroes proved in liberating strife, 
Who more than self their country loved, and mercy more than life 
America! America! God mend thine every flaw, 



Confirm thy soul in self control, thy liberty in law. 
 

3. O beautiful for patriot dream that sees beyond the years 
Thine alabaster cities gleam, undimmed by human tears! 
America! America! God shed his grace on thee, 
And crown thy good with brotherhood from sea to shining sea. 
 
Postlude:  Mine Eyes Have Seen the Glory   arr. Joel Raney 


