
 
 
 
 
 
 

LITURGY OF THE WORD 
WITH AN AGAPE BLESSING 

 

Sunday January 3, 2021 
Second Sunday After Christmas 

 

 
 
PRELUDE:           St. Barnabas Handbell Choir 
What Child Is This?                              Traditional 

Alyssa Mattson, Viola 

 
OPENING HYMN 93:  Angels, From The Realms of Glory                      Regent Square 

 

1 Angels, from the realms of glory, 

 wing your flight o’er all the earth; 
 ye, who sang creation’s story, 
 now proclaim Messiah’s birth: 

 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the newborn King. 

 

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 
 watching o’er your flocks by night, 
 God with you is now residing; 
 yonder shines the infant Light: 
 

  Refrain 
 

3 Sages, leave your contemplations; 
 brighter visions beam afar: 
 seek the great Desire of nations; 
 ye have seen his natal star: 
 

  Refrain 
 

4 Saints before the altar bending, 
 watching long in hope and fear, 
 suddenly the Lord, descending, 
 in his temple shall appear: 
 

  Refrain 

 
OPENING SENTENCES  
 

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse 

the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
 



GLORIA 96:  Angels We Have Heard On High       Gloria 
 

1 Angels we have heard on high, 

singing sweetly through the night, 
and the mountains in reply 
echoing their brave delight. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
4 See him in a manger laid 

whom the angels praise above; 
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid, 
while we raise our hearts in love. 
Gloria in excelsis Deo. 

 
THE COLLECT 
Celebrant God be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity of human nature: 

Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our humanity, your Son 
Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT – Jeremiah 31:7-14         - Read by Charlotte Salay 
 

Thus says the Lord: 

Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; proclaim, give 
praise, and say, "Save, O Lord, your people, the remnant of Israel."  See, I am going to bring them 
from the land of the north, and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, among them the 
blind and the lame, those with child and those in labor, together; a great company, they shall 
return here.  With weeping they shall come, and with consolations I will lead them back, I will let 
them walk by brooks of water, in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; for I have 
become a father to Israel, and Ephraim is my firstborn.  Hear the word of the Lord, O nations, and 
declare it in the coastlands far away; say, "He who scattered Israel will gather him, and will keep 
him as a shepherd a flock."  For the Lord has ransomed Jacob, and has redeemed him from hands 
too strong for him. They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, and they shall be radiant 
over the goodness of the Lord, over the grain, the wine, and the oil, and over the young of the 
flock and the herd; their life shall become like a watered garden, and they shall never languish 
again. Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, and the young men and the old shall be 
merry.  I will turn their mourning into joy, I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow.  
I will give the priests their fill of fatness, and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty,  

says the Lord. 

 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
 
 



PSALM 84:1-8   Quam dilecta!                - Read by John Nolan 
 

1 How dear to me is your dwelling, O Lord of hosts! * 

My soul has a desire and longing for the courts of the Lord; 
my heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God. 

2 The sparrow has found her a house 
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young; * 
by the side of your altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God. 

3 Happy are they who dwell in your house! * 
they will always be praising you. 

4 Happy are the people whose strength is in you! * 
whose hearts are set on the pilgrims' way. 

5 Those who go through the desolate valley will find it a place of springs, * 
for the early rains have covered it with pools of water. 

6 They will climb from height to height, * 
and the God of gods will reveal himself in Zion. 

7 Lord God of hosts, hear my prayer; * 
hearken, O God of Jacob. 

8 Behold our defender, O God; * 
and look upon the face of your Anointed. 

     
THE EPISTLE – Ephesians 1:3-6, 15-19a        - Read by Jill Cole 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 

spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 
through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace 
that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. 

I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, and for this reason 
I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come 
to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to 
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the saints, and 
what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe. 

The Word of the Lord 
People Thanks be to God 

 
SEQUENCE HYMN 92:  On This Day Earth Shall Ring     Piae Cantiones 
 

1 On this day earth shall ring, 

with the song children sing 
to the Lord, Christ our King, 
born on earth to save us; 
him the Father gave us. 
  

Ideooo, ideooo, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 
 



2 His the doom, ours the mirth; 
 when he came down to earth 

Bethlehem saw his birth; 
ox and ass beside him 
from the cold would hide him. 
  

Ideooo, ideooo, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

3 God’s bright star, n’er his head, 
Wise Men three to him led; 
kneel they low by his bed, 
lay their gifts before him 
praise him and adore him. 
  

Ideooo, ideooo, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

4 On this day angels sing; 
 with their song earth shall ring, 
 praising Christ, heaven’s King, 
 born on earth to save us; 
 peace and love he gave us. 

  

Ideooo, ideooo, ideo gloria in excelsis Deo! 

 
THE GOSPEL:  Matthew 2:1-12 
 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ 
 

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East 

came to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage." When King Herod heard this, 
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the chief priests and 
scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. They told him, "In 
Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 

`And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for from you shall come a ruler 
who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star 
had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; 
and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." When 
they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen 
at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary 
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they 
offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to 
return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 

The Gospel of the Lord 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ 

 
THE SERMON         – The Rev. Joanna Leiserson 
 



THE NICENE CREED 
Celebrant and people 

 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS FOR THE CHURCH AND THE WORLD  
The congregation is invited to stand                                                  - Read by the Chertock Family 

Almighty God, your whole Church gathers to celebrate the birth of your Son. We pray to you now, as 

we share in the humility of the manger, the adoration of the shepherds, and the love of the Holy 
Family, in the light of him who is the Light of the World. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of Mary, you have come among us to be one of us. Fill us with wonder and awe, 
with joy and thanksgiving, that our lives may proclaim your grace and your glory.  We give thanks 
especially for …..  and for those we name at this time …. 
 

Prince of peace, 
People Reveal to us your glory. 
 
We pray for the families and friends with whom we celebrate this joyful time, and especially for the 
children, whose joy reflects the rejoicing of the world in the birth of the holy Child. 
 



Prince of peace, 
People Reveal to us your glory. 
 
We pray for those who cannot feel the joy of Christmas, through the burden of sickness, grief, or other 
distress. Comfort with your presence all who are separated from loved ones at this time, and send your 
healing touch to all who suffer. We pray especially for those in our parish: …..  and anyone we name at 
this time. …. 
 

Prince of peace, 
People Reveal to us your glory. 
 
We pray for the departed, those whom we see no longer but who now live upon another shore and 
who share in your divine glory. Make their joy complete, in the Kingdom where there is neither birth 
nor death but only abundant life without end.  We pray especially for …. and those we name now to 
remember at this time. ….. 
 

Prince of peace, 
People Reveal to us your glory. 
 
O God, whose mighty Son was born in Bethlehem in those days long ago: Lead us to that same poor 
place, where Mary laid her tiny Child. And as we look on in wonder and praise, help us to welcome him 
in all new life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 
PRAYERS FOR THE PARISH FAMILY 

In addition to the Prayers of the People for the Church and for the World, let us lift up our prayers for 
our own parish family, their families and friends. 

For all celebrating birthdays this week…  

O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants, as they begin 

another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 
trust in your goodness all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
For those celebrating wedding anniversaries and unions… 

Give them wisdom and devotion in the ordering of their common life, that each may be to the 

other a strength in need, a counselor in perplexity, a comfort in sorrow, and a companion in 
joy. Amen. 

 
PRAYER FOR WISDOM IN TRANSITION 
Celebrant and people 

 

Almighty and ever-living God, giver of wisdom and truth:  
Look favorably upon us, the people St. Barnabas Church, as we search for a new rector.  
We pray for the life of our parish, that we may continue to be guided by you  
and strengthened in our mission to be a community of encouragement  
where Christ’s love is experienced and shared.  
We pray for members of the Search Committee,  
that they listen to your Spirit with humility, patience and joy.  
We pray for all priests in discernment,  
that you call one to us who will minister with us together at St. Barnabas. 
Give us your grace to follow where you lead us, and grant us your peace.  
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 



THE CONFESSION OF SINS 
Celebrant and people 

 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 
THE ABSOLUTION 

 
THE PEACE 
 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you. 
 

The people greet one another with a sign of God’s peace 

 
THE OFFERTORY:           Griff Bludworth 
And Every Stone Shall Cry                            Wilbur / Hurd 

 
PRESENTATION OF OFFERINGS:           
 

All things come of thee, O Lord, and of thine own have we given thee. 

 
THE AGAPE BLESSING AND MEAL       
 
  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in 
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the 
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. 
 

For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and 
Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before 
you.  In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

Before he died for us, Jesus shared a meal with his friends – an everyday meal of bread and wine, 
ordinary food and drink for the ordinary people of God.  This food he blessed, and commanded them to 
partake, his Body and his Blood of the New Covenant.   
 

 



(All hold up food and drink) 

Although today we are unable to consecrate bread and wine to be the Body and Blood of Christ, we 
present to you, Lord, our everyday food of everyday people, and ask that you bless this food, taken 
from your creation, that this food may nourish us, to nourish others.  Bless us also, that with your 
guidance, we may be bearers of hope and truth to all your people. 
 

 
This we ask in the name of your Son; by him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit 
all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

And now as our Lord Christ has taught us , we are bold to say, 
 

Celebrant and people 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy Name,  
Thy kingdom come, 
Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
As we forgive those who trespass against us, 
And lead us not into temptation, 
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
And the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 
These are the gifts that God has given us for life. Not consecrated but nevertheless blessed; not 
sanctified but nevertheless holy; not transformed but nevertheless transforming. With your meal, feed 
on Jesus in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
POST AGAPE PRAYER 
Celebrant and people 

 

My Jesus, I believe that you are truly present 
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar.  
I love you above all things,  
and long for you in my soul.  
Since I cannot receive you  
in the Sacrament of your Body and Blood,  
come spiritually into my heart.  
Cleanse and strengthen me  
with your grace, Lord Jesus,  
and let me never be separated from you.  
May I live in you, and you in me,  
in this life and in the life to come. Amen. 

 
THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
 



CLOSING HYMN 91:  Joy To The World                    Ermuntre dich 
  

1 Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light, 

and usher in the morning; 
O shepherds, greet that glorious sight, 
our Lord a crib adorning. 
This child, this little helpless boy, 
shall be our confidence and joy, 
the power of Satan breaking, 
our peace eternal making. 

 
POSTLUDE:                      St. Barnabas Handbell Choir 
Joy To The World                      Handel 


