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The Proclamation of the State of Israel 
Theodor Herzl (1860-1904) was the father of political Zionism and founder of the World Zionist
Organization. An assimilated Jew of minimal Jewish commitment, he was aroused by the growing anti-
Semitism he witnessed as the Paris correspondent for the Neue Freie Presse of Vienna, 1890-95. He
concluded that the only feasible solution to the Jewish problem was a mass exodus of the Jews from the
countries of their birth and a resettlement in the Land of Israel, and he devoted the rest of his life to
realizing this idea. His book The Jew's State: An Attempt at a Modern Solution of the Jewish Question
(1896) set forth his basic ideas and program.

The World Zionist Organization (WZO) was established in 1897 primarily as a result of Herzl's efforts. It
encompassed virtually every Zionist organization in the World and coordinated programs to establish a
national Jewish homeland. Policies were set by Zionist congresses, to which each Zionist organization
sent delegates in proportion to its membership. In order to broaden its support among world Jewry, the
WZO established the Jewish Agency in 1929.

The WZO achieved international recognition of its major political goal with the Balfour Declaration of
November 2, 1917. This "declaration" was a letter approved by the British cabinet, signed by Foreign
Secretary Arthur James Balfour, and sent to Lionel Walter Rothschild, honorary president of the Zionist
Federation of Great Britain and Ireland, who was asked to convey it to the World Zionist Organization. It
stated in part: "His Majesty's Government view with favour the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use their best indeavours to facilitate the achievement of this object,
it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious rights of
existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine, or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in any
other country."

The declaration was included in the next of the Mandate for Palestine issued to Britain by the League of
Nations on July 24, 1922, and was the Basis for British rule in this area until, on November 29, 1947, the
U.N. General Assembly voted (33-13-10) to partition Palestine into an independent Jewish state and an
independent Arab state, with Jerusalem having a unique international status as a corpus separatum. This
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Partition Plan (see map 1) was to be implemented upon the termination of British rule.

On may 14, 1948, British rule over Palestine ended. At 8:00 A.M. the British lowered the Union Jack in
Jerusalem. By midafternoon the neighboring Arab states had launched a full-scale attack. At 4:00 P.M.,
despite great pressure from the United States and the doubts of many his colleagues, David Ben-Gurion,
chairman of the Jewish Agency Executive, read the Proclamation of the State of Israel. The Jewish
population of Palestine--except for Jerusalem, which was without electricity--heard the proclamation
ceremonies as they were broadcast from the Tel Aviv Museum.

The Land of Israel was the birthplace of the Jewish people. Here their spiritual, religious and national
identity was formed. Here they achieved independence and create a culture of national and universal
significance. Here they wrote and gave the Bible to the world.

Exiled from Palestine, the Jewish people remained faithful to it all the countries of their dispersion, never
ceasing to pray and hope for their return and restoration of their national freedom. Partition Plan, 1947

Impelled by this historic association, Jews strove throughout the centuries to go back to the land of their
fathers and regain their Statehood. In recent decades they returned in their masses. They reclaimed the
wilderness, revived their language, built cities and villages, and established a vigorous and ever-growing
community, with its own economic and cultural life. They sought peace yet were prepared to defend
themselves. They brought the blessings of progress to all inhabitants of the country.

In the year 1897 the First Zionist Congress, inspired by Theodor Herzl's vision of the Jewish State,
proclaimed the right of the Jewish people to national revival in their own country.

This right was acknowledged by the Balfour Declaration of November 2, 1917, and reaffirmed by the
Mandate of the League of Nations, which gave explicit international recognition to the historic connection
of the Jewish people with Palestine and their right to reconstitute their national home.

The Nazi holocaust, which engulfed millions of Jews in Europe, proved anew the urgency of the
reestablishment of the Jewish State, which would solve the problem of Jewish homelessness by opening
the gates to all Jews and lifting the Jewish people to equality in the family of nations.

The survivors of the European catastrophe, as well as Jews from other lands, proclaiming their right to a
life of dignity, freedom and labor, and undeterred by hazards, hardships and obstacles, have tried
unceasingly to enter Palestine.

In the Second World War the Jewish people in Palestine made a full contribution in the struggle of the
freedom-loving nations against the Nazi evil. The sacrifices of their soldiers and efforts of their workers
gained them title to rank with the peoples who founded the United Nations.

On November 29, 1947, the General Assembly of the United Nations adopted a Resolution for the
establishment of an independent Jewish State in Palestine, and called upon inhabitants of the country to
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take such steps as may be necessary on their part to put the plan into effect.

This recognition by the United Nations of the right of the Jewish people to establish their independent
state may not be revoked. It is, moreover, the self-evident right of the Jewish people to be a nation, like
all other nations, in its own sovereign state.

Accordingly, we, the members of the National Council, representing the Jewish people in Palestine and
the Zionist movement of the world, met together in solemn assembly today, the day of the termination of
the British Mandate for Palestine, and by virtue of natural and historic right of the Jewish people and of
the resolution of the General Assembly of the United Nations, hereby proclaim the establishment of the
Jewish State in Palestine, to be called Israel.

We hereby declare that as from the termination of the Mandate at midnight, this night of the fourteenth to
the fifteenth of May, 1948, and until the setting up of the duly elected bodies of the State in accordance
with a Constitution, to be drawn up by a Constituent Assembly not later than the first day of October
1948, the present National Council shall act as the Provisional State Council, and its executive organ, the
National Administration, shall constitute the Provisional Government of the State of Israel.

The State of Israel will be open to the immigration of Jews from all countries of their dispersion, will
promote the development of the country for the benefit of all its inhabitants; will be based on the precepts
of liberty, justice and peace taught by the Hebrew Prophets; will uphold the full social and political
equality of all its citizens, without distinction of race, creed or sex; will guarantee full freedom of
conscience, worship, education and culture; will safeguard the sanctity and inviolability of the shrines and
Holy Places of all religions; and will dedicate itself to the principles of the Charter of the United Nations.

The State of Israel will be ready to cooperate with the organs and representatives of the United Nations in
the implementation of the Resolution of the Assembly of November 29, 1947, and will take steps to bring
about the Economic Union over the whole of Palestine.

We appeal to the United Nations to assist the Jewish people in the buildings of its State and to admit
Israel into the family of nations.

In the midst of wanton aggression, we yet call upon the Arab inhabitants of the State of Israel to return to
the ways of peace and play their part in the development of the State, with full and equal citizenship and
the representation in all bodies and institutions, provisional or permanent.

We offer peace and amity to all the neighboring states and their peoples, and invite them to cooperate
with the independent Jewish nation for the common good of all. The State of Israel is ready to contribute
its full share to the peaceful progress and development of the Middle East.

Our call goes out to the Jewish people all over the world to rally to our side in the task of immigration and
development and to stand by us in the great struggle for the fulfillment of the dream of generations--the
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redemption of Israel.

With trust in the Rock of Israel, we set our hand to this Declaration, at this Session of the Provisional
State Council, in the city of Tel Aviv, on this Sabbath eve, the fifth of Iyar, 5708, the fourteenth day of May,
1948.

Source: Palestine Post, May 16, 1948, pp. 1-2.

DAVID BEN-GURION
2. The First Arab-Israeli War David Ben-Gurion was the single most important personality in Israel's
early history. As leader of the largest political party, Mapai, he was elected in 1935 to chair the Jewish
Agency Executive in Palestine and thus became head of the semiautonomous government of the Yishuv
(the organized Jewish community in Palestine). When the state was proclaimed, he became prime
minister, a position he held (with a brief interruption) until June 1963. By that time his personal political
influence began to wane; he left Mapai and formed a splinter party, Rafi.

The following reading is from his reflections during the First Arab-Israeli War (called the War of
Independence by the Israelis), which lasted from May 14, 1948, until January 7, 1949. Even before the
British left Palestine, the Arab League undertook military preparations to negate the Partition Plan and
began intermittent attacks on Jewish settlements and institutions. Simultaneously, the military forces
attached to various Jewish parties were also preparing for the inevitable clash. As soon as the British left,
Israel was invaded by five Arab states--Egypt, Syria, Iraq, Transjordan (soon to be called Jordan), and
Lebanon. Saudi Arabia sent a military contingent that operated under Egyptian command. Yemen
declared war on Israel but did not take any military actions.

Source: David Ben-Gurion, Israel: A Personal History (New York and Tel Aviv: Funk and Wagnalls, Inc.
and Sabra Books, 1971), pp. 111-21. Reprinted by permission.

The Essential Documents of American History was compiled by Norman P. Desmarais and James H.
McGovern of Providence College.

MAP: Partition Plan, 1947
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